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 Examples of what happened to docks during drought of 2007 
o Water was deep enough to float the dock at the lowest level  

 Nothing unusual happened 

 If the vertical dock poles were not 

parallel, they sometimes bound in the 

brackets as the dock descended 

 

 

 

 

 

 The tank under a boat lift got 

stuck in the lake bottom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Some ramps became detached from the dock or the pier and fell in the 

water 

 Ramps fastened firmly on both ends pulled docks out of position as the 

water level declined, potentially bending poles and/or brackets.  Some 

then bound, twisting the dock and suspended it in midair.  If the bind 

was not resolved before the water level rose, the dock became 

submerged or was twisted further in its struggle to refloat. 

 

o Water was not deep enough to float the dock completely at the lowest 

level  
 If there were suitable length legs 

on a dock, they settled on the 

uneven bottom, leaving the dock 

undamaged 

 



 Some owners freed their docks 

from brackets and/or poles and 

moved them to deeper water 

temporarily 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If the lake bottom was flat, 

relatively level and had no sharp 

objects on it, legless docks 

settled on the bottom, but dock 

poles sometimes seized in their 

brackets if the dock tipped even 

slightly. 

 

 

 

 If the lake bottom was not flat and/or not level and/or had sharp objects 

on it, docks that settled on or near the bottom, could be damaged, 

sometimes severely. 

 Some ramps became detached from their docks or piers. 

 Some floats were punctured by rocks 

 Some poles and/or brackets were bent 

 Some docks got “hung up” on their poles and could not refloat 

properly 

 Some docks became badly twisted 

 

 Examples of what some people did to protect their boats 
o Stored them in their slips or tied to 

the dock if the water was deep 

enough 



o Removed them from the lake for storage  

o Temporarily tied them to a neighbor’s or friend’s dock if it had sufficient 

water 

o Temporarily anchored or moored them in deeper water 

o Temporarily stored them on the beach if the surface was suitable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

andrea
Text Box
Ken Brownell hung his dock from its steel poles using log chain. See Example Below.



Kenb
Callout
bolt to hold chain tight in rubber

Kenb
Callout
chain crossed over itself

Kenb
Callout
chain wrapped under bracket 

Kenb
Callout
loose end of chain

Kenb
Callout
chain hooked to end from pipe 
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